Cider Mill PTA Meeting Minutes – May 8th 2018 - DRAFT

Attendees:
Lisa Finn, Annemarie Aronowitz, Amanda Patania, Alex Frisbee, Mary Jones, Tara Snow, Carolyn Lyon, Ritu Malik, Kara Berghaus, Cheryll Ryder, Vanessa Elias, Jennifer Mitchell, Michelle Krupa, Shannon MacDonald

1. Meeting convened at 9:20am
2. Welcome by Annemarie Aronowitz
Nominations
Election for Executive board 2018/19. Tara Snow made the motion, Annemarie Aronowitz seconded. Motion passed, no opposed.
Co-President - Amanda Patania
Co-President – Carolyn Lyon
Treasurer – Lisa Finn
Secretary – OPEN
VP Fundraising – Shannon MacDonald
VP Membership – Alex Frisbee
Parent At Large – Ritu Malik

3. Brian Reynolds and Stephanie Noto from Chartwells.

-Waste Not program is a different name for Zero Waste Program.
-They are looking for input because not many other schools are doing the Waste Not program.
-Waste audit has changed dramatically with 90% of waste now being diverted in Cider Mill, 47% to compost.
- Looking into serve or offer for lunches.
-Chartwells have moved items around and tried to offer more of what kids like. Edamame was suggested by kids and is now on the menu.
- Dr Mitchell suggested a focus group for nutrition (made up of children and adults) 
-Kara Berghaus asked if soup can be offered. Answer, there are too many restrictions, the only one allowed is tomato.

4. Principal’s report – Dr. Jen Mitchell
-Thanked hospitality for events.
-Thanked PTA for help this year.
-Next year there will be a structure change, having North/South. One year your child could be in Kent, the next Belden.  Houses are staying as the current four.
-Collected information from the staff and they will try to find more time for movement breaks. Every teacher has a different schedule, so it’ll be up to each teacher to find the time during the day for these breaks.
      Vanessa- breaks should be given as reward, not taken away as punishment.
      Cheryll- when indoor recess happens, they are given more opportunities to move i.e. errand running, walking up to whiteboards.
              -Mental Health Awareness Week was great.  High schoolers from Top Inclusion Models came and did activities which were well received.

5. Teacher’s Report – Cheryll Ryder
-Thank you from all teachers for Teacher Appreciation Week activities.  
-Piano has been great, looking forward to using it again for the upcoming concert.
6. Treasurer Report – Lisa Finn
· $100 company match from Walkathon has come in.
· Book Fair is coming up
· Program Expenses
     CMGT spent $1418, had $1500 to spend so should come in around budget.
     Enrichment programs have been paid
     Fun Nights have been paid
     Art Night boards paid for
     Zero Waste donation $1000
     Back to the Track donation $1000


7. Hospitality – Lisa Finn
· Any extra money collected from bagged lunches for Teacher Appreciation goes towards gift certificates for teachers at the end of the week.
· Teacher Appreciation yesterday was Health and Wellness Day. Had massage therapies, yoga, smoothies, reiki, facials and vein analysis. All parents and businesses donated time. Bagged lunch is Wednesday 9th May, Pot Luck lunch Friday 11th May.

8. Membership Reports – Alex Frisbee
-No new members. 443 total. 393 parents and 50 teachers.  Slightly less than last year.

9. Fundraising Report – Shannon MacDonald
· Little Pub fundraiser bought in $100
· Wilton Pizza fundraiser, amount not known yet.
· For Walkathon in the Fall, Helping Hands decided on the slogan and it has been approved.

10.  Secretary’s Report – Amanda Patania on behalf of Carolyn Lyon
- Motion to approve April minutes. Seconded by Annemarie Aronowitz. Motion approved.
- Asked everyone at the meeting to sign in on the attendance sheet.

11. Gifts and Grants - Mary Jones
· No extra grants have been asked for.
· Changing the startup grants next school year to $200 for current teachers and $300 for new teachers, for one year only.  

12. Parent Advisory Board - Kara Berghaus
-May 31st is a talk about 504’ and IEPs. Also June 7th. 10:00am in Wilton Library.

13. Wilton Youth Council - Vanessa Elias
- Lenore Skenazy talk was hilarious.
-Free Play Task Force are encouraging Block Parties, check out the Facebook page. The goal is to encourage more free play and to counteract loneliness which was bought up at the Sonia Luther talk.
- Monday May 21st, a talk -Angst, at Middlebrook, Q&A to follow.  Suitable for 7th grade and up.
- June 5th last WYC board meeting for this school year.

Meeting ended at 10:40am
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